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- Dear Suprem.e Court Justices:f :

lam wrrtmg to get on the record the Clty ‘of Renton’s strong concerns W|th the proposed .
~ standards for Indlgent Defense Services that have been forwarded toyoubya -~
' Washmgton State Bar Assocratlon Council on Public Defense (CPD) Specrflcally, the’ Clty-
. wantsto reglster strong ObjeCtIOI’lS to the proposed amendments to Standard 3.4
o regardlng numerlcal caseload llmlts for mrsdemeanor mdlgent defense work

’ :'The City of Rentbn ‘would Iike to echo the cbncerns ‘ex’pressed‘to the Rules Committee of
this Court by the joint October 14, 2011 letter from the Washlngton State Assocratlon of
Municipal Attorneys and the Assocratlon of Washlngton Cltles '

e Although mlsdemeanor standards are not. currently before the Court they soon Wl|| be.
The comments below prov1de a Iocal context for the Clty S objectlons agalnst strlct
numerlcal standards - :

“The Clty of Renton has had a Iong standmg assoaatmn W|th a Iocal law flrm for prowdmg ,
public defense services. Consequently, the prrncrpal attorneys are very experlenced in
prowdmg publlc defense services to defendants in-our local munlmpal court. The City of

, ‘Renton has been proactive and has adopted public. defense standards that indicate that
v the City will negotiate contract caseloads with the public defender that realistically =
; reflect mumapal caseloads Renton is aware of its constltutlonal obllgatlon to prowde
effectrve assustance of counsel to those that are lndlgent :

= would partlcularly Ilke to stress that caseload llmlts are arbltrary because they do not
recoghize, the complemty of cases that come before the mumupal court. Alarge

~ percentage of the cases that come before the Renton Municipal Court are DWLS 3 cases

. that.are not’ complex at all. The prosecutor s office has adopted a standard whereby '
certain of these cases may be reduced to a non-criminal traffic mfractlon which greatly
speeds the handllng of DWLS 3 cases. On the other hand cases such as assault and
domestic violence require substantially more time and-are not so ea5|ly resolvable. One’

- assault case or domestic violence case can consume the time of many DWLS 3 cases,
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- Th|s standard does not look at what technology public defenders and lndlgent defense
firms have at their dlsposal This technology often allows such firms to deal with cases,
and the processing of cases, much more efficiently and effectively than in prior eras -

_before th;e advent of time-saving devi'ce‘s such as laptop computers, iPads, and tablets.

This standard could have the effect of changing charging decisions, and thus may have a
detrimental impact on public safety. In order to live within a rigid numerical standard,
some jurisdictions may be forced not to charge certain cases that they almost certamly
would and should under normal conditions. :

Arbltrary caseload I|m|ts are nothmg buta default to a one size fits all approach that
does little or nothing to ensure effective public defense. It also unnecessarily interferes
with the innovative, proactive approach taken by many local governments in satlsfymg
‘the governments’ constitutional requwement for providing effective assistance of
: counsel

Very }uly yours, .

S ffor”

Lawrence J. Warren

City Attorney
cc: Suzanne Dale Estey
Doug Levy

Pat Fitzpatrick



